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Partly sunny: High 49, Low 34 


WORLD 
Trump’s 
Jerusalem 
plan draws 
protests 


Palestinian 
protesters clash with 
Israeli forces a day 
after he sided with 
Israel by announcing 
U.S. recognition of 
Jerusalem as its 
capital. Page A9 


Associated Press 


Protesters carry a 
large Palestinian 
flag in Chicago. 


CITY | STATE 


White seeking 
Democratic 

nod for governor 
Houston entrepre- 
neur Andrew 

White, son of the 
late Gov. Mark 
White, is running 

as a conservative 
Democrat against 
incumbent Gov. Greg 
Abbott. Page A3 


BUSINESS 


Texans press 
Trump to dump 
ethanol rule 
Texas politicians are 
increasing pressure 
on President Trump 
to pull back a federal 
ethanol mandate 
created to reduce the 
nation’s thirst for oil. 
Page B1 


COMING 
SATURDAY 


Developing 
Storm 


Hurricane Harvey 
dumped 51 inches of 
rain on the Houston 
area, but the resulting 
damage was 
multiplied by actions 
taken — and decisions 
delayed — during the 
past 50 years. Starting 
Saturday, our seven- 
part investigation 

will explain why the 
August storm was 
both a natural and 
man-made disaster. 
Page Al 


Judge denies churches FEMA funds 


Case involving Texas sites damaged 
by Harvey tests constitutional limits 


By Gabrielle Banks 


A Houston federal judge 
has denied an emergency 
request by three Texas 
churches for access to 
funds to rebuild sanctuar- 
ies damaged during Hur- 
ricane Harvey in a case 
that tests the constitutional 
boundaries separating 


church and state. 

U.S. District Judge 
Gray H. Miller denied the 
churches’ motion Thurs- 
day fora temporary injunc- 
tion to apply for Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency grants. 

The case will proceed 
to trial on the question of 
whether nonprofit reli- 


gious organizations can use 
federal money to rebuild 
church sanctuaries. The 
churches’ argument relies 
on a U.S. Supreme Court 
ruling in June that found 
the Missouri state govern- 
ment could not deny funds 
to a church group that ap- 
plied for federal commu- 
nity grants to improve a 
playground. 

Churches in three hard 
hit communities — Harvest 
Family Church in Cypress, 


“FEMA is turning 
into the Grinch who 


stole Christmas.” 


Eric Rassbach, deputy general 
counsel at Becket 


First Assembly of God 
in Rockport and Hi-Way 
Tabernacle in Cleveland — 
filed the suit in September, 
claiming the government’s 
disaster relief policy vio- 

Lawsuit continues on A12 


Wildfires spread in Southern California 


Mario Tama / Getty Images 


Firefighters monitoring a wildfire along the 101 freeway north of Ventura, Calif., use a flare device to 
burn off brush close to the roadside. Strong Santa Ana winds are rapidly pushing multiple wildfires 
across Southern California, causing thousands to evacuate Thursday. Story on page A8. 


“‘Where’s Waldo?’ Not in state prisons 


Calls mount for review of ‘arbitrary’ 
policy on books banned for inmates 


By Keri Blakinger and 
Fernando Alfonso III 


There aren’t a lot of op- 
tions when youre Christ- 
mas shopping for a friend 
in the clink. 

All the obvious choices 
— home-made food, elec- 
tronics, trendy clothes — 


are banned in Texas pris- 
ons. But as it turns out, so 


are a lot of books. 
“A Charlie Brown 
Christmas,” “Where’s 


Waldo? Santa Spectacu- 
lar” and “The Night Before 
Christmas” pop-up are all 
forbidden for inmates in 
the Texas Department of 


Criminal Justice. 

Yet, somehow, Adolf 
Hitler's 1925 autobiog- 
raphy “Mein Kampf” is 
entirely permissible, an 
apparently absurd incon- 
sistency that has sparked 
calls for policy review by 
everyone from inmates’ 
families to the Anti-Def- 
amation League and the 
correction officers’ union. 

“T can’t believe ‘Where’s 
Waldo?’ is banned,” said 


Anthony 
Graves 
says the 
process 
feels ar- 
bitrary to 
prisoners. 


Lance Lowry, a spokes- 
man for the Huntsville- 
based Texas Correctional 
Employees Union. “Is 
Waldo tunneling out of 

Banned continues on A12 


Health 
system 
giants 
plan 
merger 


St. Luke’s isn’t 
expected to see 
a major impact 


By Todd Ackerman 
and Jenny Deam 


Catholic Health Initia- 
tives, owner of St. Luke’s 
Health System in Hous- 
ton, and Dignity Health 
have agreed to merge op- 
erations, creating what 
would become one of the 
nation’s largest not-for- 
profit hospital systems. 

The companies an- 
nounced Thursday that 
they have signed a defini- 
tive agreement to com- 
bine the Catholic health 
systems. The new system 
would include 139 hospi- 
tals in 28 states, employ 
159,000 people and boast 
a combined revenue of 
$28.4 billion. 

A Catholic Health Ini- 
tiatives spokesman said 
no significant change is 
anticipated in specific 
markets, including Hous- 
ton. He noted there is no 
overlap of service areas 
between the two systems. 
CHI has 100 acute-care 
hospitals in 16 states from 
Washington to Kentucky. 
Dignity has 39 acute-care 
hospitals in California, 
Arizona and Nevada plus 
affiliated providers in oth- 
er states. 

“We are joining togeth- 
er to create a new Catholic 
health system, one that’s 
positioned to accelerate 
the change from sick-care 
to well-care across the 
United States,” Kevin E. 
Lofton, CEO of Catholic 
Health Initiatives, said 
in a statement. “Our new 
organization will have 
the talent, depth, breadth 
and passion to improve 
the health of every per- 
son and community we 
serve.” 

That geographical 
compatibility should 
ward off anti-trust con- 
cerns, observers said. A 

Merger continues on A12 


Chip Somodevilla / Getty Images 


Sen. Al Franken, D-Minn., and his wife, Franni 
Bryson, arrive at the Capitol for his resignation speech. 


Franken offers resignation 
— but not a full admission 


By Sheryl Gay Stolberg, 
Yamiche Alcindor 

and Nicholas Fandos 
NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON — Sen. 
Al Franken of Minnesota, 
in an emotional speech on 
the Senate floor, announced 
Thursday that he would 
resign from Congress, the 
most prominent figure in a 


growing list of lawmakers 
felled by charges of sexual 
harassment or indiscre- 
tions. 

At turns defiant and 
mournful but hardly con- 
trite, Franken called it “the 
worst day of my political 
life,” as he denied allega- 
tions of groping and im- 
proper advances from at 
least six women. Instead, as 


his Democratic colleagues 
looked on, he took a parting 
shot at President Donald 
Trump and Roy Moore, the 
Republican candidate for 
Senate in Alabama; both 
have also been accused of 
sexual misconduct. 

“I, ofall people, am aware 
that there is some irony in 
the fact that I am leaving 

Franken continues on A10 
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